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10:00 am Worship Service

Prelude Variations on “The old year now hath passed away”...
..................................................... J.S. Bach

Call to Worship and the Organ Meditation
Dox0logy e No. 592

Responsive Reading (from Psalm 8)
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.

Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded
a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the enemy and
the avenger.

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars that you have establzs%

what are human beings that you are mindful of them,

mortals that you care for them?

Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned
them with glory and honor.

Hymn “Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand”................. No. 265

Prayer of Affirmation
Almighty and merciful God, too often we have strayed from
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices of
our own hearts. We have broken your holy laws. We have
left undone those things which we ought to have done and
done those things which we ought not to have done. We
thank you that you don’t condemn us but you love us.
We thank you for your mercy that is from everlasting to
everlasting. We thank you that in Christ we are a new
creation. Amen.



First Scripture Lesson Revelation 21: 1-6a

Hymn

“God of Our Life”.........

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Offertory “O hail this brightest day of days”.................. J.S. Bach

Hymn of Dedication

We praise thee, O God, our Redeemer, Creator,
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.

We lay it before thee, we kneel and adore thee,
We bless thy holy name, glad praises we sing.

Solo

Offertory.....cccoeecveuneee.

............................... John Ness Beck

Soloist, Alyssa Bennett

Second Scripture Lesson Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13

Sermon “Beginning Again”

.................. Rev. Jane Lionberger

Hymn “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”......... No. 476

Benediction

Postlude Fugue on “O hail this brightest day of days”...]. S. Bach

Tamaron Conseur, M. M.

Dr. Ron Anderson

Kelli Harrington, M. M.

Asst. Dir. of Choirs Guest Organist Asst. Dir. of Rejoice and
Bell Choirs
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A Stephen Ministry Congregation

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MILESTONES: We welcomed to
baptism on Thursday, December 22
India Elizabeth Jones, daughter of
Amy Blessing and David Robert Jones,
great-granddaughter of Dr. Philip N.
Jones. We welcomed to baptism on
Friday, December 23 Charles Cross
Folland, son of Kristin (Nielsen) and
Christopher George Folland, grandson
of Sue and Bill Folland.

The white rose on the altar today
celebrates the lives of Horace W. Jor-
dan, Carolyn Schiele, Elizabeth (Betts)
Telfer, Hazel Pedersen, and Edrita
Braun. We extend the sympathy of the

congregation to the family of Horace
W.Jordan upon his death on December
14, to the family of Carolyn Schiele
upon her death on December 17, to
the family of Hazel Pedersen upon her
death on December 18 and to the fam-
ily of Edrita Braun upon her death on
December 20. We extend the sympathy
of the congregation to the family of
Elizabeth (Betts) Telfer upon her death
on December 17. A memorial service
for Mrs. Telfer will be held at KUC on
Thursday, December 29 at 3:00 pm.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

(CONTINUED)

CELEBRATORY SEND-OFF FOR
REV. JANE LIONBERGER, Sunday,
January 8, 2012. Jane has lovingly and
faithfully served our KUC family for
over six years. Please join us after the
10:30 service on Sunday, January 8 to
thank Jane and to wish her Godspeed.

KUC’s NEw WEBSITE! Check
out our new website at www.kuc.org!
It is colorful, informative, and easy-
to-navigate!

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOLERS!
IMPACT Mission Trip applications are
due January 1. Orientation for partici-
pants and parents is in the Culbertson
Room on January 8 at 7 pm. For more
information, email sgarcia@kuc.org.

FIRST WEDNESDAYS: Join us on
January 4 for a presentation by Paul
Kasriel, chief economist for the North-
ern Trust, who will review the current
state of the economy. Please RSVP to
the church, 251-4272.

BRIDGE: The next scheduled dates
for Bridge are January 10 and January

RUMMAGE DROP-OFF FOR
FRENCH ROOM ONLY, JAN. 15:
We are accepting items for the French
Room on Sunday, January 15, in the
library. Please contact Jennifer Burch
with questions.

KUC WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY:
If you have ever thought about par-
ticipating in our Women's Bible study,
now is the perfect time to sign up! We
are starting a new 9-week session on
January 11. Come listen, study, share,
and grow in fellowship as we explore
the study of David together. Please
email Traci Groff with any questions,
tracigroff@comecast.net.

Kips4Kips CLUB NIGHT: Club
Night is for 1st-6th graders, Tuesday,
January 17, 4:15-6:00 pm. Please RSVP
to Laurel Lien, llien@kuc.org. Join us

for fellowship and service! The cost
is $10.

“LOVE IN THE TIME OF BLACK-
BERRY”, January 18, 7 to 9 pm at
KUC: Come to this Alison Tobey Smart
Memorial Fund presentation by Dr.
Cheryl Rampage, Senior Vice President

for Programs and Academic Affairs at
the Family Institute of Northwestern
University. Bring a friend!

SAVE THE DATES:

WINTER WARM-UP SUPPER,
Sunday, January 22, 5 pm is our annual
Winter Warm-up Soup Supper. This is
a fundraiser for the high school mis-
sion trip to New Orleans. Tickets are
$8 per person or $20 per family.

KUC WRITER’S GATHERING: If
you have written a book, screenplay,
or picture yourself as a contest creator,
or you are just thinking of one of these
fun projects, come to the Culbertson
Room to share ideas and meet new
friends on Tuesday, January 24 (9 to
10:30 am). Please RSVP to Sallie Smith,
slsy2k@yahoo.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENT So-
CIAL, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11,
2012, “Tables for Eight” potluck style
dinners for Sunday School parents.
Please contact Laura McColl for more
information, m.mccoll@sbcglobal.net.

JR. & SR. HIGH SKI AND SNOW-
BOARD TRIP! 2012 is the 5th anniver-
sary of Deep Freeze! Come join the fun,
Feb.17-19. Registrations are due Feb. 1.
Email silvi@kuc.org or visit www.kuc.
org for a link to registration.

KUC TALENT AND ART SHOW:
The Greatest Talent and Art Show on
Earth will be at the Kenilworth Club
on Sunday afternoon, February 26. To
sign up to perform your talent or tell
a joke, show your art work or be part
of the committee, contact Sallie Smith
at slsy2k@yahoo.com.

Preaching Schedule
Jan. 8-Rev. Lionberger
Jan. 15-Dr. Chaney
Jan. 22-Dr. Chaney
Jan. 29-Dr. Chaney
Feb. 5-Gospel Sunday
Feb. 12-Dr. Chaney

Please turn off all electronic devices
while attending services. Thank you.

The Care Guild Leader for January is Lyn Little. To volunteer or to let us
know where help is needed, please call the Care Guild number at (847) 853-
3534 or email careguild@kuc.org.



FROM THE PULPIT: DECEMBER 11, 2011

Dr. Andrew D. Chaney

“Being the Family of God” Luke 1: 46b-47

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has
looked with favor on the lowliness of His servant.” --Luke 1: 46b-47

Music at this time of the year
takes us to another level, doesn’t
it? Those precious tunes and sweet
familiar words truly bring us into a
rhythm of the season where we begin
to prepare for Christmas day. Once the
carols sink into our system, we begin to
synchronize ourselves with the Christ-
mas spirit as we become linked to past
Christmas days, and those memories
warm our hearts, and we look for-
ward to spending time with friends
and family. The music calls us to lift
our lives and celebrate with listening
or singing. Sometimes I feel that the
music of Christmas is so powerful that
it inoculates us with joy for the rest of
the year, a deep joy that pervades our
being and reminds us that we are a
part of something bigger. The music
of the first two chapters of Luke tells
the story of God’s power coming in a
very personal way but being magnified
through to the world. Mary, Zecha-
riah, Simeon, and the angels realize
or proclaim this in their original, first
Christmas carols.

At the end of the 19th century,
Henry Burton wrote that reading these
two chapters is like entering a cathe-
dral filled with music. If the book of
Luke was a cathedral, you would enter
hearing glorious music: “On the one
side are Zechariah and Simeon, the one
chanting his Benedictus, and the other
his Nunc Dimittis. Facing them, as if
in antiphony, are Elizabeth and Mary,
the one singing her Beatitude, and the
other her Magnificat; while overhead,
in the frescoed and starlighted sky, are
vast multitudes of the heavenly host,
enriching the Advent music with their
Glorias.”

After imagining the first two
chapters of Luke this way, we may
never read it the same way again! All
of these songs have couplets, idioms,
and Hebraic meter that put them into
a genre of poetic speech called Hymns
of Praise. Mary’s song has been named
the “Magnificat” because it is the first
word of “My soul magnifies the Lord”
in Latin: Magnificat anima mea Domi-
num.

Mary has been favored by
God and has a message of grace for all
people. Itis a new part of her identity
and will continue from generation to
generation. When the angel Gabriel
said, “You're going to have this child,”
her response was, “Behold the Lord’s

servant; let it be according to your
word.” Let it be! Remember the Beatles
song:

When I find myself in times of
trouble, mother Mary comes to me,
speaking words of wisdom, let it be.
And in my hour of darkness she
is standing right in front of me,
speaking words of wisdom, let it be.

Though the song is about Paul
McCartney’s mother, many connect
it to Mary’s response to her cousin
Elizabeth’s blessing. The idea that her
soul magnified God gives us insight
into the weight of that moment. John
Ortberg wrote, “Everybody’s soul
magnifies something. That’s part of
being human. To magnify something
is to give it an extraordinarily large
place in your life. Your mind wanders
to it when you have nothing else to
think about. Your desires get shaped
around it. Your identity gets tied up
in it. Your joys and your sorrows are
all wrapped around whether you're
getting more or less of it. It's part of
the human condition. We all magnify
something. An alcoholic magnifies the
bottle, a workaholic magnifies success,
a hypochondriac magnifies their health
or their illness,...and problems and
obstacles and what might go wrong.
Some people magnify money, some
people magnify sex, some people
magnify approval, and some people
magnify security. We all magnify
something.”

Mary’s song makes us stop
and consider what our soul may be
magnifying today. If our souls were
magnifying God, we would care about
others as God cares about us. We
would see others as being children in
the family of God, too. Mary’s Magni-
ficat affirms us for the work that we are
doing around greater Chicago, around
our local area with our agencies, and
for the work that has been done on our
mission trips to Haiti, Guatemala, and
Cuba. It also reminds us that we are a
partof a global family. Mary, a humble
peasant girl, receives a message from
God and proclaims a rebellion against
injustice and poverty. A grass roots
revolution begins. Many times grass
roots movements seem to lose their
focus. Recently you may have seen
reports of the “occupy” protesters that
allow opportunities for many to come



and proclaim their cause. Did you
hear about the man who was against
globalization? He decided he was
going to protest, too, so he held up a
sign that said, “Worldwide Alliance
Against Globalization!”

But the Magnificat contains
language that is pointed and clear, so
much so that the government of Guate-
mala banned the public reading of this
passage for a time in the 1980’s. The
oppressed people of Guatemala were
not reading Marx’s Manifesto or Mao’s
Quotations, they were reading the Bible,
and Mary’s words were a powder keg
ready to explode against an unjust
society. The Magnificat contains the
words that could have been used in the
Arab Spring, or in bringing down Hit-
ler, Stalin, Mubarak, Hussein, Gadhafi,
or Bin Laden. The revolution begins
within each one of us, Mary seems to
say, because she says her soul magni-
fies God, and in order for the soul to
magnify God, all of the pride in our
soul must be defeated. We must arise
pure, cleansed, humbled, as a part of
God’s family, in order for God to be
exalted. Who doesn’t need to hear
Mary’s Magnificat loud and clear?

The Billy Joel song “Piano
Man” talks about a man in need of
a song. He comes into the bar and
says, “Son, can you play me a mem-
ory? I'm not really sure how it goes
But it’s sad and it’s sweet and
I knew it complete when I wore
a younger man’s clothes.”
Isn’t there a song that we are looking
for in life, a song we long to hear that
calls us to what we are really supposed
to be doing, being, living, loving...a
song that might make us forget the re-
grets, the failures, the disappointments
of life..a song that might elevate life
into what it should be? The song Mary
heard magnified her soul; it created a
revolution that includes you and me.

How do we find that song?
It may not come to us as it did to the
shepherds: “And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host praising God, and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.””
It may come more subtly, so subtly that
chances are we might miss hearing it.
On Christmas Day in Hillsborough,
California, some carolers were turned
away from a home. The owners told
the carolers to go away as the plumb-
ing problem couldn’t be fixed since
the plumber was on Christmas break.
Later they learned that they had turned
away Bing Crosby and his entourage of
carolers! I would bet that they never
forgave themselves for missing that
song. Can you imagine being caroled
to by Bing Crosby? In another Cali-
fornia community, Palm Springs, an

opportunity was not missed. Frank
Sinatra had given a 75 pound solid
milk chocolate Santa Claus to a hospi-
tal for disabled children. The chocolate
Santa attracted much publicity as the
days counted down until Christmas.
Many showed up at the hospital to
have their pictures taken with the gift
that Sinatra said “had enough cavities
to last a year.” The hospital admin-
istration began to feel the same way
about cavities, too, so in one of the most
Grinch-like moves of our time, they
began to remove the Santa from its dis-
play, declaring that it was not healthy
for the children to eat. Yet, as they
were removing it, they saw a blemish
on Santa’s belly. No, it was more than
a blemish, it was...teethmarks. Some
little child had wheeled his or her chair
up to the Santa and taken a big bite. It
was as if the child said, “I'm not going
to miss out on this!”

Mary held onto her song, it
says she “pondered” these things in
her heart. That is a prophetic word
meaning that she really weighed what
God was saying to her, as if she really
struggled with what could be going
on in her life. Does God want me to
do this? What does this mean? Does
God want me to do that? This kind of
pondering is not calm and meditative,
itis a call to action, a call to revolution
in life, and questioning of the meaning
of life and how life is supposed to be
lived. Mary was not going to miss this
moment.

Mary’s pondering had world-
wide significance, beginning with her
son, Jesus. Justas your mother’s words
guided your life, I am certain Jesus re-
membered his mother’s words. When
Gabriel said to Mary, “Nothing is im-
possible for God,” we recall that Jesus
taught in one of his messages, “For
God, nothing is impossible.” And in
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was
struggling with the fact that Roman
troops were about to arrest him. He
prayed to God in Luke 22:42, “Father,
if you are willing, remove this cup
from me; yet, not my will but yours
be done.” In other words, “Let it be,
Lord, let it be.”

Mary’s song seems to end
abruptly, but it doesn’t. In fact, it is
not over- we are supposed to carry
the next verse in our lives. We are
supposed to continue singing the
original Christmas carol. It is a beau-
tiful reminder that we must yield our
lives to being in God’s family, just like
Mary did. Listening for God’s call and
being guided by it is your stanza in the
original Christmas carol; it’s your life!
That explains it. No wonder you like
Christmas music so much!

So now you realize that you
are a part of an original song, a divine



symphony that includes the angels.
If you feel humbled, scared, afraid,
then don’t worry, you are in good
company; Mary and the shepherds felt
the same way. But being in the family
of God means that you don’t have to
sing perfect harmony to be accepted.
Remember the Sound of Music when
the children sang to their father for the
first time? Standing there, nervous,
wondering what he would think, all
lined up...we are the same way. All
lined up before God, ready to sing
the song that magnifies the soul. But
how do we sing to perfection? What
gift do we give to someone who has
everything? Thanksgiving, we give
praise. Being God’s family is a gift.
So find the song of your life and sing
it. Let God magnify your soul, and let
it be. Let it be! Amen.
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