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9:00 am service.

March 7 is Bible Story Sunday. The Sunday school and the con-
gregation will hear the story about Zacchaeus. New members will be
received into the KUC church family on Sunday, March 7 at the

Altar Flowers

The altar flowers are given in loving
memory of John L. Simpson by the John
L. Simpson, Jr. family.

Milestones

We welcomed to baptism on Satur-
day, March 6 Zoe Louise Trerotola,
daughter of Jennifer (Mills) and Mark
John Trerotola, granddaughter of
Louise and Jack Mills, and Kathryn
Carron Ellspermann, daughter of
Carolyn (Dix) and John Scott
Ellspermann, Jr.

A JoyTul Noise

It may still be cold outside, but AIN
wants you to THINK SUMMER! Ap-
plications are being accepted for our
Summer Program for two and three-
year-olds. Taught by our very own AJN
teachers, camp meets Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9 to 11 am from June
22 to July 29. Invite a friend! You do
not need to be a member of KUC to join
the fun.To learn more, please contact
Kris Whisner at 847-853-1738 or
kristenwhisner@comcast.net.

Spread the Word! We have just a few
openings left for Fall: Monday Moms &

Tots, Tots Twos, Tots Older Twos. If
you know someone that may be inter-
ested, please contact our Registrar, 847-
853-1738, or
kristenwhisner@comcast.net.

There is just one spot left in our AJN
Summer Program for a two or three-
year-old, meeting Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 9:00 am - 11:00 am from
mid-June until the end of July. You need
not be a KUC member to join the fun!
Contact Registrar, Kristen Whisner at
847-853-1738 or
kristenwhisner@comecast.net for more
information and application.

Robinson Garden:Robinson Gar-
den personalized bricks are not just for
A Joyful Noise families! The bricks that
pave our beautiful playground and
Robinson Garden are a perfect way to
honor or remember a loved one or fam-
ily member. Leave a lasting tribute and
purchase a gift that not only benefits
your family but also wonderful educa-
tional programs within AJN. Each brick
costs $100 and forms can be picked up
on the display poster in the front hall.
Contact Heidi Black at (847) 386-6310
if you have questions.

Children’s Ministries

Zacchaeus/Bible Story Sunday
(Lambs-8th)

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for
I must stay at your house today.”



(Luke 19:5)

Jesus welcomed and included every-
one, even an unpopular cheater. Jesus’
inclusion of Zaccheus was his salva-
tion; he changed his ways and paid
back four times what he owed.

Fellowship and Service Club

Our last Fellowship and Service
Club for children in 1st through 6th
grade will meet on Tuesday, March 9
from 4:15-6:00 pm. During our Club
Night, we will focus on service, fellow-
ship and fun! The cost is $10.00 per
child, and dinner is included. Please
contact Natasha Mah in Children’s
Ministries for more information or to
register your child. Natasha can be
reached at 853-2634 or at
nmah@kuc.org.

Youth Ministries

IMPACT -The next meeting for mis-
sion trip participants and high school
students will be on Sunday, March 7,
7:00-8:00 pm.

Teen Bible Study will be March 14
at 10:30 am on the second floor of the
manse.

Confirmation Sunday is coming up
on March 21. Join us in welcoming
confirmands to membership at the
10:30 service. All are invited to attend
a special worship service prepared by
the confirmands on March 21, 11:45 am.

Mentoring Opportunity

Join us for an informational meet-
ing on establishing a mentoring com-
mittee. The committee would match
volunteers with young adults inter-
ested in being mentored as they begin
to pursue career opportunities. We’'ll
meet in the library on Sunday, March
14, immediately after the 10:30 service.
Please contact Marlene Nations, 847-
274-6502 or mnations1016@gmail.com

Adult Education Events

Asian Carp and the Great
Lakes Ecosystem

Save Thursday, March 4, 7:00 pm
for a presentation on “Asian Carp and
the Great Lakes” . Would you like to
learn more about the risk to the Great
Lakes Ecosystem posed by Asian Carp?
The Field Museum’s Philip Willink,

Ph.D., will provide a multi-media pre-
sentation describing the history, facts,
challenges, and the possible strategies
of controlling this invasive species.

The Jewish
Reconstructionist
Congregation Tour

Save Sunday, March 14, 1:.00 pm for
The Jewish Reconstructionist Congre-
gation Tour. Do Join us for a tour of
this magnificent facility. Designed by
the renowned architectural firm Ross
Barney Architects, the Jewish
Reconstructionist Congregation is the
first and only LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design)
Platinum certified house of worship in
the United States. We will meet in the
Culbertson Room at 1:00 pm and
carpool to the tour.

Please note that the bulletin insert
on Sunday, February 21 contained a
flyer about the program, with an incor-
rect date, April 14. March 14,2010 is
the correct date.

Bible Study

Adult Bible study continues on
Wednesdays at 9 am through March
10. We will be looking at eight core Bib-
lical stories we all should know. These
stories tell us about the powerful pres-
ence of God in the lives of God’s people.
While telling the stories we will have
the opportunity to connect them to our
own stories and to deepen our under-
standing and practice of faith.

Soul Sisters

Enjoy fellowship with other women,
interesting discussions and an oppor-
tunity to deepen your faith and friend-
ships. We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Thursday of the month at 9:30 in the
Culbertson Room. Please call Rev. Jane
Lionberger, 847-853-2009 if you have
any questions.

The Care Guild Leader for March is Susi Swisher. To volunteer or to
let us know where help is needed, please call the Care Guild number at
(847) 853-3534.



Serviceof Wor ship
SUNDAY, March 7, 2010

BIBLE STORY SUNDAY and MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY
8:00am  Communion Service-Schmidt Chapel
9:00 & 10:30 am  Worship Services & Sunday School

Scripture Readings

First Lesson Luke 19: 1-10
Second Lesson Psalm 63: 1-8

Prayer of Affirmation

This is the day we have been given, O Lord.

Yesterday is past and gone, tomorrow is a possibility yet to
be realized. Help us to welcome this present time, we pray,
not as just another day along the way, but as the gift of now.
And may we live into it boldly and gladly according

to your purpose. Amen.

Sermon

“Thirst for God* Dr. Andrew D. Chaney
Prelude O God, Our Faithful God ..................... Johannes Brahms
(2SELINGS) e Marcel Dupré
Hymns *“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts™ ................... No. 510
“Thy Mercy and Thy Truth, O Lord™ ................... No. 186
“ New Member Blessing” (see insert) ...........ccoce.... No. 596
Anthem  AVE VEIUM ..o W. A. Mozart

Chancel Choir & KUC Chamber Ensemble

Postlude Why Art Thou Cast Down, My Heart? ............ S. Scheidt
USHER USHERS USHERS
8:00 am 9:00 am 10:30 am BUS ATTENDANT
Phillis Dunbar Hyde Perce Dick Hughey Karen Dexter-
Jennifer Burch John Abendshien Rolison
GREETERS Bev Kirk T. Tolbert Chisum
Sallie and Bonnie McColl Pat Haynes ALTARGUILD
J Stanley Fielden Fraley Greg Skirving Nancy Johnson
Cindy and Jim McColl John Tsarpalas Doris Wolfe
Tom Lillard Jimmy Tierney Jack Wentz Susan Underwood
Nancy Tierney Reid Wettersten
MINISTERS
Dr. Andrew D. Chaney
Jane B. Lionberger Senior Minister Sarah E. Garcia
Associate Minister Associate Minister
Dr. Gilbert W. Bowen
Lisa R. Bond Minister Emeritus Susan R. Bottum

Director of Music Director of Children’s Ministries



Fromthe Pulpit: February 21, 2010

Dr. Andrew D. Chaney

“Temptation’s Lure”

Luke 4: 1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all
during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus an-

swered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. And the devil said to him, “To you | will give their glory and all this author-
ity; for it has been given over to me, and | give it to anyone | please. If you, then, will
worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, “Worship the
Lord your God, and serve only him.””” Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels con-
cerning you, to protect you,’ and ‘on their hands they will bear you up, so that you
will not dash your foot against a stone.””” Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put
the Lord your God to the test.””” When the devil had finished every test, he departed

from him until an opportune time.

Have you ever been in the desert?
Are you in the desert right now? The
desert is a place where we find our-
selves sometimes. We find who we re-
ally are. The desert is a place where
our true selves are sometimes pulled
apart. The desert may be a place where
our true selves are finally put back to-
gether again. Itis an external place, an
internal place, but a very real place-
because it involves the spiritual side of
our lives, our deepest emotional and
spiritual being. If you are in the desert
do not be discouraged. Evelyn
Underhill stated that no one can escape
having to go through the desert before
getting to the promised land. Your
promised land is just up ahead. Keep
walking!

Lent is a time in the church year
when we remember Jesus being led into
the desert -an area to the northwest of
the Dead Sea. Jesus was led by the spirit
of God and tempted for 40 days. Forty
days is significant. Forty has special
meaning in the Bible. We remember that
itis found in the story of Noah and the
story of Moses and in the story of the
people of Israel wandering. Forty is
found in the story of the prophet Elijah.
It symbolizes something happening
that included God’s special participa-
tion.

Lentis a serious time. Some people
take this fact a little too far and use Lent
as an excuse to wear long faces until
Easter. This has caused Lent to be un-
popular by some. One church in Cali-
fornia decided that Lent should mean
let’s eliminate negative thinking. Lent
is serious but it is not negative. It is
taking the negative outin a very inten-
tional way. Being in the desert of Lent
should not be a depressing time. It
should be an opportunity to improve
our ability to resist temptation. With
attention to the fragility of life and our
own mortality, Lent can become atime

(Luke 4:1-13)

of introspection, penitence, and
strategizing on how to avoid tempta-
tionin our future. Lent should be atime
of reflection and soul-searching.

When we are in the desert we might
be faced with crucial questions of our
identity. Facing those questions may be
depressing but it should not be. At the
core of who we really are is the fact that
we are loved as a child of God. Jesus,
coming straight from his baptism,
where he heard God say from heaven
behold my son in whom | am well
pleased, remembered who he was and
was able to face the temptation of be-
coming someone he was not.

The lure of temptation is accepting
the wrong answers of who we are. The
easy way out is not always the right
choice. Reacting to our animal instincts
sometimes leads into darkness. When
we fall to temptation, it may make us
feel in control of ourselves. We take the
lure of doing something for ourselves
that is not what God intends, then once
we are hooked, we realize that we are
caught in a destructive sin that leads
us away from where we were meant to
be.

The first temptation that Jesus faced
specifically had to do with food — turn-
ing stones to bread- but it related to
spiritual disciplines. Jesus was hungry
because he was fasting. Fasting is one
of the spiritual disciplines of lent, and
Jesus was being tempted to break this
discipline.

Temptation was once defined as be-
ing a wedge that comes between you
and God. Temptation is that wedge that
attempts to slowly separate you from
God. Anything that serves as that
wedge is temptation. What a simple
way to understand a very complex
thing!

Jesus was able to withstand tempta-
tion. Ironically, Jesus was so spiritu-



ally full that he was not physically hun-
gry. It would be a fair assessment to
say that we are the opposite — so physi-
cally full that there is no hunger for the
spiritual. Jesus demonstrated that we
can keep from filling a legitimate physi-
cal need by illegitimate means. We all
have physical needs but can destroy
ourselves in the desert if we address
those needs in an unhealthy way.
Sometimes we need to deny ourselves,
wait and analyze, pray, and assess ex-
actly what we think we need and why
we feel we need it. We may discover a
wedge somewhere trying to push us
away from God.

There is an old experiment that has
gained attention recently. Walter
Mischel’s marshmallow experiment in
1970 had four-year-olds who were
given amarshmallow. Then he would
leave the room with the promise to the
child that if the one marshmallow was
not eaten, there would be more coming
in justamoment if the child could wait.
Many children ate the marshmallow
right away, but others struggled as they
waited. The results of the experiment
came many years later. The children
who waited had higher ACT scores,
better academic careers, were less
troubled children, and were less likely
to have drug problems at age 30.
Mischel concluded that children may
be taught “that it pays to work toward
the future instead of living for instant
gratification.”

When RobertE. Lee was asked what
great gift we could give our children,
he answered, teach him to deny him-
self. | doubt self-denial would be
found on any list of a North Shore
child’s birthday gifts! But we can cer-
tainly begin to teach our children, and
ourselves, the power of prayerfully
waiting.

Jesus kept turning to God for help in
the desert. Once he quoted Scripture
that referred to manna falling from
heaven. Maybe we can look to God for
the answer to our great physical needs.
Does God hold the answer to properly
addressing the physical needs that
threaten to redefine us in the desert?
Yes...the answer comes from God as it
came to Jesus. We do not live by bread
alone but by God’s provision.

Jesus was offered the kingdoms of
the world if he would bow down and
worship Satan. Seemingly small ethi-
cal compromises may make our moves
toward world domination more likely.
If only we did this...or that...we could
climb the ladder quicker. Sometimes
the fall into idolatry is less intentional.
When we are in the desert we realize
that we have become dependent upon
something else to make us feel whole
when only God can accomplish that.

If we develop the practice of turning
to God in prayer in the desert, we are
less likely to make a God of Something
Else. Our social standing, our ambition,
our money, our jobs, our hobbies, our
thoughts, our anger, our guilt can be
our God... our busyness can become
ouridol.

Remember when Mary and Martha
were spending time with Jesus, and
Martha was so busy while Mary lis-
tened quietly to Jesus? Jesus said Mary
has chosen the better part. We can be-
come so busy that something else has
become our prime object of worship,
and we may not even realize it.

We are created in the image of God
and given stewardship over creation.
We are given a responsibility to create
and maintain a healthy environment
in our bodies, our minds, our commu-
nities. When we do not accept that re-
sponsibility, we are not utilizing that
part of who we are. Is there a tempta-
tion to be less than what God calls us
tobe? Yes, God calls us to a life of bal-
ance, stability, peace with others and
with ourselves, but it is too easy for us
to find ways to serve ourselves and
avoid serving God.

The lure of temptation is that we feel
more in control and more powerful
when we serve ourselves. Ironically,
we are losing control when we suc-
cumb to temptation. We are building
up our false selves and not our true
selves when we begin to fall. How
many times are we so misguided that
we put ourselves at great risk...it is as
if we are throwing ourselves off the
temple. Let us back away from that
precipice and see how we are living. It
is a long way down.

Jesus was led into the desert to
clarify his strength against temptation.
When we deny temptation we
strengthen ourselves.

“Why am | being tempted so much?”
aman asked his friend. “Have you ever
been duck hunting and shot two ducks
at once?” came the reply. Which one
do you go after first- the one that is alive,
right? Well, you are alive, so the devil
is going after you!”

Martin Luther referred to birds when
he was asked about avoiding tempta-
tion. Likening birds to temptation, he
said that everyone is tempted and no
one can avoid birds flying overhead.
However, we can prevent a bird from
building a nest in our hair.

At another occasion Martin Luther
was asked how he battles temptation.
When temptation used to come to my
door, I would answer it, but now, | say,
he is not here, only Christ dwells here,
and temptation scurries away. Maybe
Luther was thinking of the Bible verse,
“Resist the devil, and he will flee from



you. Draw near to God, and He will
draw near to you” (James 4:7-8), or
maybe he was considering Paul’s
words, “You were taught, with regard
to your former way of life, to put off your
old self, which is being corrupted by
its deceitful desires; to be made new in
the attitude of your minds; and to put
on the new self, created to be like God
in true righteousness and holiness.”
(Ephesians 4:22-24)

There was even a legend that devel-
oped after Luther stated that he battled
the devil with ink. Whether he was re-
ferring to his writing or to a literal spot
on the wall that may have been pro-
duced by throwing the inkwell at the
devil, temptation was battling him.

Sometimes temptation comes subtly.
In the Bible it first appeared as a deli-
cious, forbidden fruit. Other timesitis
not so subtle. King David fell to temp-
tation upon seeing a woman bathing
from his palace roof. Both kinds of
temptation are equally destructive.

After watching the news, we won-
der whether it is even possible for some-
one of great influence to live a life of
integrity. Be encouraged by two heroes
of the Bible. We have the story of Daniel
who served as prime minister of Persia
and Babylon, and Joseph who was sec-
ond in command to Pharoah, two very
influential individuals who never let
temptation entice them away from God.
They never said, “Just this once, one
time won’t matter.”

Of course, the greatest hero of the
Bible is Jesus. No one teaches us more
about living a life of integrity, complete
obedience, and total faithfulness to
God than Jesus, who lived a life free
from sin. InJesus there can be vic-
tory over temptation, but Jesus may
lead us away from our current life
toward a new life. Theologian
Charles Spurgeon once stated,
“What settings are you in when you
fall (into sin)? Avoid them. What
props do you have that support your
sin? Eliminate them. What people
are you usually with when you fall
intosin? Getaway from them.”

Does that seem too sharp a point
to put on temptation? Sometimes the
church needs to say explicitly ex-
actly how we can behave like Jesus
in the desert:

If you feel tempted to follow lust
and be led away from your spouse,
don’t do it, turn instead to God in
prayer. Recommit yourself to faith-
fulness in your marriage. Renew
your VOWS.

If you feel tempted to reactin an-
ger to someone and seek revenge,
don’t do it, redirect that energy in
prayer to God. If you feel tempted to
cheat on your taxes, in your busi-

ness, do not doit, turn to God in prayer.
If you are tempted to take credit for some-
thing you didn’t do, or make someone
else look bad, turn to God in prayer in-
stead and find harmony in your rela-
tionships. Ifyou are tempted to fall into
despair, and tempted to become de-
pressed and despondent, instead turn
to God, and with the help of the church,
the body of Christ, keep your head held
high as a beloved child of God.

God will provide help in the desert.
There can be victory over temptation.
Lent comes from the sme word as
spring. Lent is a time of walking
through the desert toward the Spring
of Easter. So if you find yourselfin the
desert, keep walking toward your true
self, keep resisting the lure of tempta-
tion to become less of what God would
have you become, and as Jesus did, ask
God to empower you with new
strength to become the person God in-
tended you to be. Amen.
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