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February 28 is Teacher and High School Helper Appreciation Day.
Please say hello and a word of thanks to your child’s teachers and
high school helpers.

Keep Us Clapping Talent Show is Sunday, February 28 at the
Winnetka Community House at 4:00 pm. There will be fun activi-
ties  for children and adults. You don’t want to miss this time to
greet  old friends and enjoy fellowship with KUC members and
friends. Tickets are $5 per person or $20 per family of four or more.

Altar Flowers

The altar flowers are given in loving
memory of Arly and Joe Lafferty and
Steve Bassler by Linda Bassler and
Mary and Scott Lafferty. The lavabo
flowers are given in memory of Jane
Christensen Whitchurch on the anni-
versary of her birth, February 28, from
her family.

A Joyful Noise

It may still be cold outside, but AJN
wants you to THINK SUMMER! Ap-
plications are being accepted for our
Summer Program for two and three-
year-olds. Taught by our very own AJN
teachers, camp meets Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9 to 11 am from June
22 to July 29. Invite a friend! You do
not need to be a member of KUC to join
the fun.To learn more, please contact
Kris Whisner at 847-853-1738 or
kristenwhisner@comcast.net .

The Robinson Garden
It’s time again to order your person-

alized brick(s). Support AJN and honor

a loved one by giving them their own
unique piece in the playground. Leave
a lasting legacy for your family at KUC.
Each brick is $100 and forms can be
picked up at the front desk. Order by
Feb. 28; contact Heidi Black if you have
any questions, 847-386-6310.

Lent

Lent began on February 17, Ash
Wednesday, and ends on April 3, the
Saturday before Easter. It is a time of
renewed attention to our faith as we
follow Jesus to the cross. Rituals and
worship experiences lift us up from our
everyday lives and nurture our spiritu-
ality. If you and your family would like
additional information about Lent,
please  stop by the Children’s Minis-
tries office or send an email message to
Susan Bottum at sbottum@kuc.org.

Children’s Ministries

The Good Samaritan (1st-4th)
You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart and mind and soul
and love your neighbor as yourself



(Luke 10: 27).
Bible Habitat  (Lambs, Fish, Doves,

and 5th & 6th)
The 5th and 6th grade will host the

Lambs, Fish and Doves.
The Golden Rule (7th & 8th)
Jesus takes us to a new understand-

ing of the old law of living. We love
God by loving our neighbor, living in
community, and loving and taking care
of God’s creation.

Fellowship and Service Club
Our last Fellowship and Service

Club for children in 1st through 6th
grade will meet on Tuesday, March 9
from 4:15-6:00 pm. During our Club
Night, we will focus on service, fellow-
ship and fun! The cost is $10.00 per
child, and dinner is included. Please
contact Natasha Mah in Children’s
Ministries for more information or to
register your child. Natasha can be
reached at 853-2634 or at
nmah@kuc.org.

Youth Ministries

QUEST - There will be a meeting for
registered Quest participants on
Wednesday, February 24 at 8:00 pm in
the manse. Contact Silvi -
svahtra@kuc.org.

Teen Bible Study  will be February
28 at 10:30 am in the manse. All are
welcome. Contact Silvi Vahtra at
svahtra@kuc.org.

Fellowship Dinners

KUC’s first fellowship dinners were
an unquestionable success. 155 mem-
bers of KUC enjoyed dinners and con-
versations at 14 hosts’ homes on
Friday, February 5. Members of differ-
ent age groups and communities, mar-
ried couples and singles, had an
opportunity to get to know one another
better as they shared an evening meal.
A big thanks to Sallie Smith for orga-
nizing this event and to all the hosts
who opened their homes to the church
community. Look for information on the
next fellowship dinners in the months
ahead.

Adult Education Events

Two Upcoming Programs

Save Thursday, March 4, 7:00 pm
for a presentation on “Asian Carp and
the Great Lakes” . Would you like to
learn more about the risk to the Great
Lakes Ecosystem posed by Asian Carp?
The Field Museum’s Philip Willink,
Ph.D., will provide a multi-media pre-
sentation describing the history, facts,
challenges, and the possible strategies
of controlling this invasive species.

Save Sunday, March 14, 1:00 pm for
The Jewish Reconstructionist Congre-
gation Tour. Do Join us for a tour of
this magnificent facility. Designed by
the renowned architectural firm Ross
Barney Architects, the Jewish
Reconstructionist Congregation is the
first and only LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design)
Platinum certified house of worship in
the United States. We will meet in the
Culbertson Room at 1:00 pm and
carpool to the tour.

Bible Study

Adult Bible study continues on
Wednesdays at 9 am through March
10. We will be looking at eight core Bib-
lical stories we all should know. These
stories tell us about the powerful pres-
ence of God in the lives of God’s people.
While telling the stories we will have
the opportunity to connect them to our
own stories and to deepen our under-
standing and practice of faith.

Soul Sisters

Enjoy fellowship with other women,
interesting discussions and an oppor-
tunity to deepen your faith and friend-
ships. We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Thursday of the month at 9:30 in the
Culbertson room. Please call Rev. Jane
Lionberger, 847-853-2009 if you have
any questions.

 The Care Guild Leader  for February is Lyn Little.  To volunteer or to
let us know where help is needed, please call the Care Guild number at

(847) 853-3534.



Scripture Readings

       First Lesson     Philippians 3: 17-4: 1
       Second Lesson   Psalm 27

Prayer of  Affirmation

    God of our lives, as we enter this time of Lent, we turn to
    you with honest, open hearts. The truth of our life is
    known to you. We confess that we often disappoint thee
    and ourselves, both by what we do and what we leave
    undone. We are all too aware of our humanness: We are
    driven by dreams, hungry for faith, lonely with doubt, a
    mingling of saint and sinner, free but often lost on our way.
    Help us to grow into the person you would have us be,
    we pray. Amen.

Sermon

                “Wait for God“                   Dr. Andrew D. Chaney

Prelude      Variations on “Adoro te devote” .................. Gerald Near
           Of the Father’s Love Begotten ................ Divinum Mysterium,

........................................... Arr. McChesney
                                     Adult Bell Choir

Anthem    Prayer for Guidance ........ Irish Folk Tune, Arr. Glasgow
                                       Adult Bell Choir

Offertory  Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley ..................... Spiritual
.................................. Arr. William Dawson

USHER
8:00 am

Phillis Dunbar

GREETERS
Carol and

Shawn Hunt
Susan and

Bob Underwood

USHERS
9:00 am

Scott G. Walker
Rob Albertsonl
Dave Asplund

Bradley C. Drake
Fielden Fraley
Karin Maddox

Simon McMaster
Laurie Walker

USHERS
10:30 am

Mark F. Toledo
Mike Harper

Charlotte Meyer
David Sterrett
Allen Weaver
John Martin
Justin Keith

BUS ATTENDANT
Bill McGuire

ALTAR GUILD
Bob Cannon
Kathy  and

Dick Denison

Service of Worship
SUNDAY, February 28, 2010

   TEACHER & HIGH SCHOOL HELPER APPRECIATION SUNDAY
8:00 am Communion Service-Schmidt Chapel

9:00 & 10:30 am Worship Services & Sunday School

MINISTERS

Dr. Andrew D. Chaney
Jane B. Lionberger Senior Minister Sarah E. Garcia
Associate Minister Associate Minister

Dr. Gilbert W. Bowen
Lisa R. Bond Minister Emeritus Susan R. Bottum
Director of Music Director of Children’s Ministries



When I read a passage in the Bible
like this one from Luke 9,  I take faith in
the words of Paul in 1st

Corinthians….”now we see in a mirror
dimly but then face to face. Now we
know in part but then we will under-
stand fully just as we have been fully
understood.” How can we understand
and make sense of these stories of trans-
figuration and are we meant to?

These two stories of Moses and Jesus
are surrounded by a kind of mystery
that is hard to penetrate. Shining faces,
glowing clothes, the presence of God
in the clouds…how are we to speak of
them. And maybe we aren’t. The dis-
ciples were left speechless at the site of
Jesus, Moses and Elijah speaking to-
gether. It must have been terribly fright-
ening and yet at the same time very
exciting. It is on the top of this moun-
tain that they hear without question of
Jesus’ identity as God’s son. There was
something enthralling about the mo-
ment that the disciples wanted to cap-
ture and prolong. They suggest building
tents so that Jesus, Moses and Elijah
could settle down for a good long talk
and the disciples could stay in the pres-
ence of this holy moment -  like those
moments we experience in life that we
want to cling to because they bring us
into contact with feelings that fill us
with wonder and amazement and joy.
Last Sunday, at the finish of the super
bowl, we sat looking at the TV a bit
dazed and overcome by the surprise
results of the game. The Colts, favored
by a long shot to win the game, had
been defeated by the Saints.  We still
hadn’t recovered from the fantastic in-
terception and touchdown run in the
4th quarter when we watched the faces
of the Saints’ players at the end of the
game, glowing and a bit dazed by their
own victory. Someone in our group
commented, “I bet those players want
to hold onto and experience this mo-
ment forever.” And who could blame
them?

These sacred moments are what
theologians call liminal moments.
These moments belong to a realm un-
derstood by religious persons to be at
the core of existence and to have a trans-
formative effect on our lives and desti-
nies. Other terms, such as holy, divine,
transcendent, ultimate reality, mystery,
and purity have been used for this kind
of experience. They are moments when
a door opens and we are aware of a

realm that exists beyond the physical –
beyond what we can hear and smell,
see, touch or feel.

In our biblical stories this morning,
both Moses and Jesus, experience limi-
nal moments. Having talked with God
on top of mountains, they are affected
so profoundly that their faces—and in
Jesus’ case, his clothes as well—liter-
ally “glow” with radiance. Both stories
are wonderful and amazing. Both men
go up a mountain to get away from the
tentacles of the world, to rise above
them, and to get nearer to the stark real-
ity of God. Both texts make it clear that
the reason for the change in both Jesus
and Moses is their contact with God.
“The skin on his face shone because he
had been talking with God,” the au-
thor of Exodus exclaims about Moses.

Moses goes to the mountain often;
in this case he has returned to the moun-
tain to get the 10 Commandments for
the 2nd time. While he was getting the
10 Commandments the first time,  his
followers—alone in the wilderness,
away from the security of being slaves
and still under the influence of the pa-
gan gods of Egypt—these followers
built a golden calf. Then they began
worshipping it instead of worshipping
the God who had delivered them from
bondage. When God realized what they
were doing, he was furious, but Moses
convinced God to give the people an-
other chance.

Yet, when Moses came down off the
mountain and actually saw what the
people were doing he smashed the tab-
lets in his fury. After Moses cooled off a
bit, and drawing on all the friendship
God felt for him, in the sober, stunned
aftermath, Moses returned to the moun-
tain to confer with God, seeking a way
that he may right the terrible wrongs
that the people have done … that God
might spare their lives and keep them
as God’s chosen people. Moses once
again climbed Sinai, this time staying
“with the Lord” for 40 days and 40
nights. Negotiations of this import take
a long time. It is when he finally came
back to his guilt-ridden, anxious people
that our text takes up the story in Exo-
dus.  Coming down off the mountain
Moses’ face was radiant. He had been
talking with God and because his face
radiated with the glory of God Moses

From the Pulpit: February 14, 2010
Rev. Jane Lionberger      “Livig From Top to Bottom”           Exodus 34: 29-35

                                                                                                             Luke 9: 28-36



put a veil over his face to cover up the
light shining from within.

In Luke’s account of Jesus’ trans-
figuration on the mountain Jesus
needed some personal time with God
after preaching all day and feeding the
5,000, as the story relates that appears
earlier in Luke 9. Because Jesus knew
what faced him shortly in Jerusalem
(the crucifixion)  Jesus took his most
trusted apostles—Peter, John and
James—as company up onto the moun-
tain.  And as he prayed, his clothes be-
came dazzling white and when his
disciples saw his radiance it cemented
in their minds that Jesus was God’s son
and the Messiah. They also saw that
he had company. Jesus was talking
with Moses and Elijah, the two most
important figures in all of Hebrew scrip-
ture. Moses was the lawgiver, whose
own conversations with God left his
face shining with a brilliant radiance.
Elijah was the lone, prophetic cham-
pion of God who not only risked his
life before King Ahab and Queen Jezebel
by driving out the prophets of Baal, but
Elijah also cured lepers, and raised the
dead. Jesus shone with the light of God
before his disciples and these two great
men of Biblical faith.

But maybe we make a mistake of try-
ing to compare experiences like these
of Jesus or Moses too quickly to what
we might call a mountain top experi-
ence like winning the Super Bowl or
the birth of a baby.  Fred Craddock says
that “there are in the scriptures ac-
counts of experiences of Jesus and of
other persons serving the purposes of
God for which analogies in our com-
mon experiences are not easily found.
One reads and studies these accounts,
and the experience is one of awe and
wonder and worship.” Barbara Brown
Taylor says that when we are con-
fronted by an “event that doesn’t fit any
of our categories we [just] keep han-
dling it until we wear it down to where
it feels safe to us. We just keep analyz-
ing it until we can say something intel-
ligent about it.” We try and make it
analogous to our own lives in order to
tame it as though we could really ever
tame God or understand God.

So lets take a stark, unromantic look
at this story of Jesus on the mountain
and at his conversation with Moses
and Elijah and not tame it to make us
feel safe. Luke writes that the three were
talking about the exodus of Jesus….the
death he would be facing when he came
down off the mountain and headed for
Jerusalem. Jesus had tried to tell his
disciples that this is what faced him to
no avail. The week before he went up

the mountain with Peter, James and
John he had told them, “The Son of Man
must suffer many things and be rejected
by the elders, chief priests and teachers
of the law, and he must be killed and
on the third day be raised to life.” And
then on the mountain Jesus speaks
again of death with Moses and Elijah.
But the disciples are sleeping, as they
were in the garden before the Jesus’ ar-
rest, and perhaps they missed the con-
versation. Luke tells us that when they
woke up – jolted awake by the vision
before them - they didn’t know what
they were seeing and they were so
stunned they didn’t speak of the event
when they came down off the moun-
tain.

What might the significance of this
experience have been for the disciples
and Jesus? Fred Craddock suggests that
the disciples, later reflecting on this
experience, might have tried to under-
stand this event in the context of the
Moses story that they would have
known well: the awesome presence of
God on a “mountain, the cloud, the
week’s stay, Moses, the voice the
glory.” The transfiguration can also be
seen in the context of Jesus’ baptism.
At his baptism Jesus heard the voice of
God affirming Jesus’ identity, “this is
my son in whom I’m well pleased.”
This was the experience that launched
Jesus’ ministry.  Here at the Transfigu-
ration God says, “This is my Son, whom
I have chosen; listen to him.” Listen to
him about what?  Listen to him about
the suffering and death that lies ahead
for him.

Not exactly the message we want on
a cold, sunny Sunday in February 2010.
We would rather encounter God in a
burning bush like Moses,  on a ladder
like Jacob or in a whirlwind like Job.
Yet, here on the edge of Lent, we turn
with Jesus toward Jerusalem and the
mount of Calvary - that is where Jesus
is headed. Ann M. Svennungsen writes,
“The most profound revelation of God
is not on this mountain. Rather, it is on
the cross. The cross reminds us that
even in our doubt and sadness, even in
the lowest times in life, God is pro-
foundly present.” The cross is a place
of transfiguration that is beyond our
comprehension. People have also tried
to describe it for thousands of years
never to really capture the complete es-
sence of it. It is more than sacrifice or
substitution. More than a payment
made on our behalf or an example. It is
an event that brings us face to face with
God’s love and the way God does
things. Jesus lost his life in order to give
us ours.



 We encounter God in our dying to
self, in service to others, up on our own
mountains of spiritual experience or
understanding and in the depth of lives
lived with openness to whatever comes.
In her book, An Altar in the World: A
Geography of Faith, Barbara Brown Tay-
lor has a chapter on the spiritual prac-
tice of “waking up to God.” In it she
writes of God as “the More, the Really
Real, the Luminous Web That Holds
Everything in Place.” Taylor remem-
bers a time when people encountered
God out in the world rather than limit-
ing themselves to temples and
churches, because “The divine could
erupt anywhere, and when it did they
marked the spot in any way they could,
although there was no sense hanging
around for long, since God stayed on
the move.” This reminds me of Jesus,
on the move from that mountain,
headed to another one, where he would
show us once again what God’s love
looks like, but this time, without light,
and without glory.

Many of us are here, I would hope,
because we want to have an encounter
with the living God. But we want to
find God in the safe places, in the beauty
of nature, in the beautifully written
book, in silence or in the eyes of our
children.  And we do find God in those
places. But as we look out over the 40
days of Lent before us we need to re-
member the words of Jesus, “ If any
want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross
daily and follow me. For those who
want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my
sake will save it. (Luke 9: 23-25)
God’s presence is woven through all
of life, on top of a mountain or on a
cross. Open your eyes to the gift of
God’s presence…it resides in the
most difficult, mundane and sur-
prising places. Amen.


