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Enjoy a book review by Barbara Rinella on Friday, Janu-
ary 29. The name of the book is Shanghai Girls by Lisa See.
Refreshments are from 11:00-11:30 am and the book review is
from 11:30-12:30 pm.

This is a work of historical fiction which takes place in
1937 in the wealthy city of Shanghai, the Paris of Asia. Deal-
ing with major changes in the lives, Barbara brings to life
two sisters who have to deal with moving to California and
being gambled away as Chinese brides to repay their father’s
debts. Admission is $25 and all proceeds benefit Christian
Outreach.

Milestones

The yellow rose on the altar on Janu-
ary 3 celebrated the November 8 birth
of Lucy Josephine Kearney, daughter
of Julia and Tim Kearney, granddaugh-
ter of Susan and Lawrence W. Schad.

Altar Flowers

The flowers in the lavabo are given
in loving memory of Richard S. Davis
by Inge and Richard, Gillian, Marcus,
Philippa and Millicent Neupert.

Children’s Ministries

Jesus as a Child (Lambs-4th) Each
year, we have a lesson on Jesus as a
child. We want the children to know
that Jesus was a real boy who lived in a
devout Jewish family. Although there
is little we know for sure about his
childhood, there are things we can as-

sume because of what we know of first
century Palestine. And Jesus increased
in wisdom and in years, and in divine
and human favor. (Luke 2: 52).

Bible Habitat (5th & 6th) Begin plan-
ning and designing the Bible Habitat.

Job 7th & 8th This is the story of a
good man who has everything and then
loses it all. Why do bad things happen
to good people?

Fellowship & Service Club
Our next  Fellowship & Service Club

for children in 1st-6th grade will be on
Tuesday, Jan. 19 from 4:15-6:00 pm.
During our Club Night, we will focus
on service, fellowship, and fun! The
cost is $10 per child, and dinner is in-
cluded.  Please contact Natasha Mah
for more information or to register your
child. Natasha can be reached at 853-
2634 or at nmah@kuc.org.



Adult Programs

Book Discussion Group
Starting in January we will be offer-

ing the second discussion group fol-
lowing the book, One Month to Live by
Kerry and Chris Shook. There is no
need to have read the book beforehand.
The group will meet at KUC on Sun-
day, January 31 from 11:45-12:45  and
will run for six weeks. Class size is lim-
ited. Please contact Beverly Kirk
(frankbevkirk@comcast.net) or Jennifer
Burch, (jenburch@comcast.net) for
more information.

Youth Ministries

Teen Coffee: This small group dis-
cussion time for teens and young adults
is on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the
month at 10:30 am in the manse youth
office. The next teen coffee is on Jan. 10.
All are welcome.

Impact: Meeting schedule change.
In January, Impact service nights will
be on the 2nd and 4th sundays (Jan. 10
& 24) from 7 to 8 pm. Starting in Febru-
ary, the meetings will once again be on
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.
Also, if you have not registered for the
Mission trip, but would like to go,
please contact Sarah as soon as pos-
sible at sgarcia@kuc.org or call (847)
853-2172.

Quest: Urban Experience, a pro-
gram for 7th-9th graders begins on Jan.
13. If you have not registered please
contact Silvi as soon as possible at
svahtra@kuc.org or call (847)251-4272.

Alison Tobey Smart
Program

On Thursday, January 14, 2010, 7:30-
9:00 pm, Dr. Bill Pinsoff, president of
The Family Institute will lecture on the
role that nature vs. nurture plays in
determining who our children will be-
come. This talk will help parents and
grandparents understand what it
means in regard to what they can and
cannot influence. Bring a friend!

Soup & Bread Supper

Come to our Soup and Bread Sup-
per on January 24 at 5:00 pm in the Culb
ertson Room. The cost is $8 per person
and $25 per family. Come for fellow-

ship and delicious homemade soups
and breads. All proceeds support our
youth mission programs.

Tables for Eight

Friday, February 5 will be a night of
adult fellowship, food and fun  with
dinners at members’ houses. Contact
Sallie Smith  for more information, 847-
251-0900 or email slsy2k@yahoo.com.

Stewardship

The Stewardship Committee is
pleased to report on the progress of this
year’s Stewardship Sunday campaign:
As of December 30 2009, we have re-
ceived 818 pledges/gifts totaling
$1,778, 772. This represents approxi-
mately 94% of our $1.9 million cam-
paign goal. It’s not too late to make a
pledge . Please call the church office at
(847) 853-2199 for a pledge card or go
to www.kuc.org and make an online
pledge. We will be publishing the
names of  the families which have make
a Stewardship Sunday pledge as of
December 15.

We are grateful to all those who have
participated in this year’s campaign.

Outreach

There are still opportunities to serve
dinner at The Night Ministry on the
following dates: January 25, March 8,
April 12 and May 10. Adults or fami-
lies are asked to provide soup and sack
suppers for 150-200 individuals. Sign
up with a group for a meaningful
evening of service. For more informa-
tion or to sign up, please contact Susan
Bottum at sbottum@kuc.org or Sarah
Garcia at sgarcia@kuc.org.

The Outreach Benefit

Mark your calendars! The Outreach
Benefit will be held Friday, April 30,
2010 at Michigan Shores. Proceeds from
this wonderful event benefit the 50
agencies that KUC supports. Watch for
your Save the Date card in January. We
hope that you plan to attend!

 The Care Guild Leader  for January is Hope Poor.  To volunteer or to
let us know where help is needed, please call the Care Guild number at

(847) 853-3534.



Scripture Readings

       First Lesson     1 Corinthians 12: 1-11
       Second Lesson   Psalm 36: 5-9

Prayer of  Affirmation

   God of our lives, each new day and this day, we bring
      ourselves to you for forgiveness, clarity and renewal.
     Be our guide, we pray, when we are perplexed,
     our strength when we are weary, and our companion
      when we are lonely and are in need of your assurance.
      Help us to love you above all things that we may love
       one another and ourselves as your beloved children. Amen.

Sermon

     “Your Spiritual  Resolutions“      Dr. Andrew D.  Chaney

Prelude   Christ our Lord to Jordan Came ................... D. Buxtehude
             On Jordan’s Bank .......................................... Malcolm Archer

Offertory   In the Bleak Midwinter .......................... Malcolm Archer

Postlude   Christ our Lord to Jordan Came ............ Johann Pachelbel

Hymns    “ What a Friend We Have in Jesus” .................. No. 403
       “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” ............................. No. 387
     “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” .................................... No.404

USHER
8:00 am

Phillis Dunbar

GREETERS
Laurie and

Scott Walker
Caroline and

Dirk Degenaars

USHERS
9:00 am

Jennifer Burch
Bev Kirk

Bonnie McColl
Jim McColl

Jimmy Tierney
Nancy Tierney

USHERS
10:30 am

John S. Kemper,
Captain

Jackie Barnes
Craig Hallsteen

Bob Higgins
Jack McInnis
Carl Mueller
Duff Peterson

Timothy Sanborn

BUS ATTENDANT
Barbara Besant

ALTAR GUILD
Bob Cannon
Bob Emerson

Service of Worship
SUNDAY, January 10, 2010

8:00 am Communion Service-Schmidt Chapel
9:00 & 10:30 am Worship Services & Sunday School

MINISTERS

Dr. Andrew D. Chaney
Jane B. Lionberger Senior Minister Sarah E. Garcia
Associate Minister Associate Minister

Dr. Gilbert W. Bowen
Lisa R. Bond Minister Emeritus Susan R. Bottum
Director of Music Director of Children’s Ministries



The story of the birth of Jesus is a
familiar one.  Sometimes it seems so fa-
miliar that I stop noticing the details.
This year, the detail that stuck in my
mind was the significance of Jesus’
name.  An angel appears to Joseph and
not only tells him to marry Mary but
also tells him what to name her child.
Why was that so important?  What is
in a name?

Like the famous line from
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  Romeo
Montague and Juliet Capulet, the star-
crossed lovers are members of two feud-
ing families. Juliet says to Romeo
“What’s in a name? That which we call
a rose by any other name would smell
as sweet.”  Juliet claims that a name is
meaningless and that she loves the per-
son who is called “Montague”, not the
Montague name. This one short line
captures the central struggle and trag-
edy of the play.  Contrary to Juliet’s
statement, in the end a name is very
important.  For Romeo and Juliet what
was in a name was a family conflict
that would lead to tragedy and despair.
Names matter.

In our story for today, the name Jesus
is also very powerful, but because it
holds hope and salvation.  The name
Jesus is a transliteration of the Hebrew
name “Joshua”.   Joshua means “God
is salvation.”  So Jesus’ name means
savior or “God Saves.”  In the scripture
from the gospel of Matthew he is also
called Messiah and Emmanuel.  Mes-
siah literally means “anointed one” a
person who is “specially appointed and
empowered”.  Originally this phrase
the “anointed one” referred to a king
who was anointed with Holy oil as part
of his coronation ceremony.  The name
of “Christian” refers to the Greek word
for ‘Messiah’: which is Khristos.  Chris-
tians commonly refer to Jesus as the
“Christ” which also means the “Mes-
siah.”  I can’t tell you how many times

the kids in youth group ask if Christ is
Jesus’ last name and it’s easy to see how
they get confused.

Emmanuel is a Hebrew name mean-
ing God with us.  It appears only once
in the Christian New Testament: in
Matthew’s quotation of Isaiah 7:14 that
we read today.  The Gospel of Matthew
expressly identifies the name
Emmanuel with Jesus the Messiah, and
Christian tradition has continued to
affirm this connection.  The fact that
Jesus was called Messiah and
Emmanuel is important.  The hoped for
savior would not be a normal person
but would be holy, special, God present
in our world.

So why was this baby born in
Bethlehem over 2000 years ago given
such weighty names?  I was curious
and so I delved into the history of the
time.  Bear with me because we’re go-
ing to have a little bit of a history lesson
here to gain a better understanding.
Jesus was a Palestinian Jew,  and so we
can learn a lot about him and his name
by studying Jewish history leading up
to his life. Jewish history is full of sto-
ries about conquest and oppression.
There were many waves of foreign domi-
nation; a long line of invasions, begin-
ning with the Babylonians in 586 BCE
destroying the temple, then the Persians
and the Greeks, leading up to the Ro-
man occupation of Israel in 63 BCE.  The
Jewish people were more often the vic-
tims than the victors in their fight for
national sovereignty.  This victimiza-
tion is seen as the soil out of which a
desire for a Messiah grew and gives us
the historical background for why the
Jewish people started to long for a sav-
ior who would restore them as a people.

In particular, hopes for a Messiah
surfaced prominently after the
Babylonian invasion and destruction

From the Pulpit: December 27,  2009
Rev. Sarah Garcia   “What’s in a Name?”               Matthew 1: 18-24

        Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband, Joseph, being a righteous man and unwill-
ing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Jo-
seph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife for the child conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for
he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Jo-
seph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as
his wife but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he
named him Jesus.



of the Temple in 586 B.C.E.. When the
Babylonians invaded they deported
10,000 Jews and Judah ceased to be an
independent kingdom. The Jewish
people found themselves without a
homeland, without a state, and with-
out a nation. This period is known as
the Exile.  In the writing from the time
of the Exile we can see that biblical fig-
ures began to articulate a yearning for
the Messiah, one anointed and empow-
ered to bring a new rule. The Jews
wanted a return to the Davidic king-
ship and Israelite national indepen-
dence that a new strong ruler would
create. This began as a real hope that
there would be a leader to bring about
an actual change in their circum-
stances.  Over time, as a return to inde-
pendent rule became increasingly
unachievable, hopes for a new
“anointed one” to come and liberate the
people from their current, dire condi-
tions took on a more transcendental
tone, eventually developing into the
idea of a more spiritual “Messiah”,  the
Divine messenger who will come and
bring a new age of God’s reign and pres-
ence in the world.  Their belief in a fu-
ture savior gave them hope in the midst
of very difficult circumstances.  In a
way, this hope for a Messiah became a
coping mechanism and it provided
them with strength to endure and per-
severe in the midst of great challenges
by imagining the glory that was to
come.

As we can see, when Jesus came on
the scene and was given such a power-
ful name as “God Saves” there were
many different expectations and histori-
cal projections that were wrapped up
in naming him.  At the time of Jesus’
birth, Israel had spent centuries deal-
ing with oppression,  and most recently
they had suffered under Roman rule,
and so at that point they had high ex-
pectations for a savior. Some say  it was
inevitable that Jesus was looked upon
by many as the one for whom the people
had been waiting.

Christianity emerged around the
year 30 AD as a movement among Jews
and their Gentile converts who believed
that Jesus was the Messiah they had
been hoping for and that they needed
to spread that message. Theologian
John Shea in his book An Experience
Named Spirit brought up the question
of whether or not Jesus himself knew
he was Jesus the Christ and not just an
ordinary person.  He asks this because
in his studies, he found that Jesus never
called himself Christ and it is difficult
to tell if Jesus used any other titles for
himself.  Although Jesus may not have
claimed to be the Christ, people who
encountered him and were transformed
by their experiences with him were ea-

ger to call him Jesus Christ and spread
the news that the Messiah had come.

Scholars believe that it is highly
probable that Jesus did understand
himself as the one the Jews had been
waiting for whose purpose was to in-
augurate ‘God’s reign’ on earth.  Jesus
did not think of the reign of God in ei-
ther narrow political terms as establish-
ing a new political regime or in the
dramatic terms of the literal destruction
of the universe. For Jesus, bringing
about the reign of God was linked to a
new experience of God’s presence in
the here-and-now.  His words and ac-
tions were aimed at making justice,
mercy and love real in the world. He
also stressed that human beings must
respond to God’s invitation and choose
to change and to embark on a new way
of living if the reign of God is to become
real.

People did not come to believe over-
night that Jesus was the Messiah, the
Savior.  It took years, decades, centu-
ries of Jesus’ followers working to con-
vince people that Jesus was the one.
Even today it is part of the mission of
many churches to spread the “Good
News” of Jesus as our Savior.  Those
who had actual contact with Jesus and
were touched by his ministry were
transformed.  This transformation led
them to claim him as Lord and Savior,
the center of their lives.  It also com-
pelled them to share the message that
had so changed them with others.  De-
cade after decade, century after century
people lived their faith and let it lead
their lives.  Through this tradition of
sharing the message of Jesus’ trans-
forming power and love, history has
carried the living Christian faith
through the generations to us and we
can come to know Jesus through the
stories of old,  but we also have the op-
portunity to claim Jesus the Christ as
Savior in our own lives now.

It is only by entering into Jesus’ story
that we can hope to understand the
mystery of who he is and what he means
for us today.  I have shared historical
information with you today but in my
heart I know that if we stand at a schol-
arly distance we may never really know
the power that the Christian faith has
to offer us and has provided for gen-
erations before us.  It is not history that
keeps faith alive and meaningful.  It is
the combination of the stories of old and
the way that faith has been lived by
each person that keeps the flame burn-
ing.  To stand within this ‘living Jesus
tradition’ means that we must attempt
to reinterpret his meaning for us today.
Our interpretation must be both faith-



ful to the history while also being cre-
ative in the way that we re-express our
Christian faith in the here and now
based on our own experiences. It is
helpful and important to know the
background for how Jesus came to be
called the Messiah, but we cannot sim-
ply study and repeat the past.  It is up
to each of us to keep the Jesus-story alive
through faithful discipleship, our own
actions, words and interpretation.
And so although it meant something
much different to the early Christians
to call Jesus the Messiah, Christ, Sav-
ior, Emmanuel, it is still a powerful part
of our shared history and our living
faith.  It is our turn to call these names,
to search and discover, to claim Jesus’
meaning and power in our own lives.

We are no longer an oppressed
people.  We are not looking for a new
king.  We have mastered the art of self
reliance and don’t appear to need sav-
ing. Theologian Gerard Hall poses the
question “is it meaningful for human
beings today to believe in the story of
Jesus the Messiah that has been handed
down to us?  Is our search to under-
stand the significance of Jesus in our
lives anything more than mythology?
Or as Christian faith claims, could our
belief in Jesus be the answer to our deep-
est human longings for peace, justice
and love?”  Jesus’ name can hold as
much power for us today as it did 2,000
years ago.  I think we still need saving.
How in your own life do you under-
stand and claim Jesus as Christ, Lord
and Savior?  It is my hope that you will
take on this question with renewed in-
terest and energy and find how your
living faith will inspire you to find
the meaning for calling Jesus the
Christ, your savior in your life here
and now.  Amen.


